This is an extremely successful example of infill housing built on
a reasonably tight budget in a semi-industrial area of the city.
Three three-bedroom townhouses now occupy a small site
where one cottage once stood - council had expected a dou
ble terrace house. Each of the townhouses enjoys light, privacy
and usable outdoor space. The design appears suitably robust
from the street. with its saw-tooth roof profile above internal
stairways, nicely referencing factory buildings In the area.
Access to all three IS via a path down one side boundary - no
rooms face directly onto the path. and thus one area of privacy is
addressed. The three are identical, each one L-shaped and built
around a north facing walled courtyard onto which all ground
floor rooms open, allowing for easy and flexible traffic flow. The
courtyard provides not only outdoor space, but also acts as a
very efficient light well. Skylights above the stairway further
enhance the feeling of light and space within the townhouses.
BaSIC passive solar energy issues have been effiCiently addressed,
with good cross ventilation, north-facing liVing areas, and external
blinds, all minimising the reliance on alrconditionlng and heating.

Lamia has been designed in such a way as to almost make a
virtue of its position in central Marrickville - faCing In one direc
tion towards a busy road, the other towards a well-used piazza,
which goes by the name of the 'Greek Parliament' amongst
locals. The ground floor of Lamia IS made up entirely of retail
space, contributing to the street life of the area. The robust raw
concrete and timber facade presents an intriguing and fairly
impenetrable, though active, face to the street. Internally the
rawness of materials continues, espeCially In public areas, giving a
sense of continuity to the scheme.
In such a small, low-budget project, the central landscaped atri
um IS a commendable use of space, offering a calm respite for
residents. It also sets up cross-ven
tilation for some of the apartments.
All apartments In the small com
plex have one bedroom, but the
jury was impressed by the generos
ity demonstrated in layout, detailing,
scale and finishes. Broad. louvred
balconies face onto the street and
piazza, providing a usable barrier
between Indoors and the busy
urban scene. Lamia offers an excep
tionally high standard of living rela
tive to the budget of the Job.
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